
Wage Estimates in Construction by Industry 
and Standard Occupational Classification

1. For state data, see www.bls.gov/oes/2000/oessrcst.htm and for data on metropolitan areas, see www.bls.gov/oes/2000/oessrcma.htm

The Occupational Employment Statistics program, run by the U.S.
Bureau of Labor Statistics and state employment security agencies,
surveys about 400,000 establishments in all industries each year, tak-
ing 3 years to contact 1.2 million establishments, which employ
more than 70% of the wage-and-salary workers in the United States.

Since 1996, the statistical program has been estimating
numbers employed and wages earned for hundreds of occupations.
Since 1999, when the program began using the new Standard
Occupational Classification system (SOC), more than 800 occupa-
tions have been covered. The estimates are available for the nation
as a whole, for individual states, and for metropolitan and non-met-
ropolitan statistical areas; national occupational estimates for indus-
tries are available also.1 The survey covers all part-time and full-time
workers. It does not cover the self-employed, owners and partners in
unincorporated firms, household workers, or people who do not
receive salaries for their work in a family business.

The program surveys collect data for payroll periods that
include the 12th day of October, November, or December, depend-
ing on the industry surveyed. If wage data are collected in 1999 for
the 2000 report, for instance, the data are adjusted to 2000 prices by
using information on wage changes in the most applicable national
Employment Cost Index series (chart 25a; see chart book page 23). 

The data confirm that wage rates vary among industries
and occupations (charts 25b and 25c). Even for the same occupa-
tion, wage rates can differ by industry. 

The program coded industries using the 1987 Standard
Industrial Classification system for its 2000 data, but is expected to
start using the 2002 North American Industry Classification System
in its fourth-quarter 2002 survey. (Before 1996, the program collect-
ed employment data for only a list of industries that varied in each
year of the three-year survey cycle, and produced only numbers
employed by each industry.)

Although another BLS survey, the National Compensation
Survey, provides wage information, it does not provide the general
wage profiles for a large number of occupations and locations that
are used in this chart book. Instead, the National Compensation
Survey is designed to integrate data from separate BLS compensa-
tion surveys and provides earnings data by worker characteristics
(age, race, sex), establishment characteristics (such as, size), and
geographic area; it can provide information to help set worker pay
levels.

Because of the Occupational Employment Statistics pro-
gram's transition to the new SOC system, the 2000 estimates are not
directly comparable with previous years' estimates. The wage rates
estimated by the program may differ  from numbers on other  pages in
this chart book, as well, because of the unique survey methodology
and estimate methods used by each data collection system.
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25a. Average hourly wage, by selected construction occupation, 2000
        (Wage-and-salary workers)



Note: Charts 25b and 25c -The median is the midpoint; half of the reported wages are larger and half are smaller.  
Chart 25c - N/A = not available. 

Source: All charts - Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment and Wages, 2000.  Department of Labor. USDL: 01-415,
November 2001, www.bls.gov/oes/ 
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25b. Hourly and annual wage, by construction industry , 2000
  (Average and median)

              Hourly Wage         Annual Wage
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25c. Hourly wage, by selected construction industry and occupation, 2000
  (Average and median; wage-and-salary workers)
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